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Inland Waterways – Gariep Dam

▪ Inland Waterways: rivers, canals, lakes, dams, reservoirs

▪ Inland waterways form a connected journey towards the coast. 

▪ Gariep Dam: westward to the Atlantic Ocean and southward to the Indian Ocean

▪ Connectivity between provinces and disciplines to contribute towards growth and 

development. 

▪ Collaboration is critical for innovation and research to be effective.

▪ Conservationists, sustainable infrastructure architects, green energy, water 

engineers, etc. 



Gariep Dam – Strategic Tourism Resource

▪ Largest dam and reservoir in the country.

▪ Convergence of three provinces. 

▪ The ecosystem presents Inter-, Multi-disciplinary research opportunities.

▪ Great opportunities for tourism and recreation.

▪ Potential as a destination and not only stop-over site. 

▪ Promoting tourism as a tool for conservation. 

▪ A national heritage product.



▪ Current tourism patterns and visitor profiles

▪ Destination branding strategies

▪ Tourism infrastructure and accessibility

▪ Comparative analysis with successful 

international reservoir destinations

▪ Tourism investment opportunities

▪ Regional tourism routes

▪ Economic benefits for local communities across 

provincial boundaries

Gariep Dam – Research Opportunities

▪ Visitor impact management

▪ Biodiversity conservation around the dam

▪ The history of the Orange River Project - 

Community storytelling and local heritage

▪ Wellness tourism opportunities – link between 

water and wellness

▪ Responsible adventure tourism opportunities

▪ Sustainable water use



Gariep Dam – Smart Tourism Options

▪ Digital visitor management systems

▪ Smart infrastructure development

▪ Integrated destination management

▪ Enhancing visitor experiences through technology

▪ Renewable energy options

▪ Smart boating options

▪ Smart reservation systems



Challenges 

Experienced at Inland 

Waterways

SMME Support 
&  

Development

Cleaning of Rivers 
downstream

Training & 
Capacity 
Building

Aquatic Spatial 
Planning

Silo Mentality

EIAs in smaller 
municipalities



Potential Short Learning Programmes

• Inland Waterways as Tourism resource

• Responsible adventure tourism in inland waterways

• Tourism entrepreneurship in inland waterways

• Water as resource and attraction

• Heritage Tourism in inland water landscapes

• Tourism Innovation and Business Opportunities in Inland Waterways
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